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decessors, and cling to the banks of the Canal. General
Murray had no such intention in mind. Now that he
had but one approach to watch, he had sufficient
troops to hold an advanced line and also ensure
communication between it and the Canal: with the
resources of Egypt at his back he was under no
anxiety as to supplies. He determined, therefore, to
occupy Qatiya, and thus forestall the plans of the
enemy.

Although His Majesty's Government at this point
of the campaign was not contemplating an offensive
in Sinai, yet doubt was expressed whether the Suez
Canal was tactically the most desirable line of Egypt's
defence. The number of troops required to hold it
was so large that it might be worth the risk of crossing
Sinai to find a shorter one. One section of military
opinion spoke of a new line between El Arish and
Kossaima : others more boldly urged an advance into
Southern Palestine, until the left flank of the defenders
of Egypt rested upon the sea beach at Gaza, and the
right at Bir Saba. In these discussions there was
always one point on which all were agreed : a forward
movement from the Canal was inadvisable unless the
railway accompanied each stage of the advance. No
officer of the Expeditionary Force held more tena-
ciously to that opinion than the Commander-in-Chief
himself. Close as Qatiya lay to the Canal he would
not occupy the locality until the construction of
a railway of standard gauge connecting the oases
with Qantara had been begun. Then, and then only,
did he push into Qatiya a Brigade of Yeomanry.

The Turks had not been idle during 1915. Follow-
ing the retreat of their army from the Canal the
forces in Sinai had been reorganized. Von Kressen-
stein, the commander of the area, was relieved of
administrative work, and a new formation known as
* Desert Lines of Communication * took over from him